CONNECTING
MY MOUNTAIN

Mountains are never isolated entities. They are
connected. They are part of a series of
mountains called ranges - the Alps, the Andes,
the Himalayans, and yes - the Appalachian
Mountains that run through my home of
Tennessee.
Lions are connected too - through service,
through fellowship and through something we all
affectionately call “Lionism.”
Lions around the world are connecting to
each other as never before via the internet, which
has enhanced our ability to communicate.
Through real-time communication, the world has
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gotten just a little bit smaller, even if only by
perception.
And more than ever before, Lions are using
social media to connect to the public.
Some clubs are even experimenting with
online meetings, and allowing some members to
attend meetings via Skype and tele-conferencing.
Increasingly, our international officers are able to
address a gathering of Lions in one country
through Skype and FaceTime, while being
physically present in another country around the
world to address Lions in another setting.

There are many ways to use
electronic communication, and just
as many benefits, such as reaching
a wider, more diverse audience. It’s
also a great way to save time and
money.
In preparation for our Centennial Celebration
in Chicago in 2017, our staff has reviewed a
number of letters written by Melvin Jones. Our
founder spent many hours personally reaching

out to new communities where there were no
Lions clubs, and reaching out to Lions nearby.
His letters inspired Lions and encouraged them
to start new clubs in many underserved areas
around the world.
As we plan our future, the Internet will play a
crucial role. In the spirit of efficiency, expediency,
and extension of Lionism, one has to believe that
Melvin Jones would approve.
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Long after the centennial celebration is over, the
cheering has subsided, and the music has been
turned down a decibel or two – we will still have
many challenges ahead as the Lions continue
our work of making the world a better place. The
growing need for service around the world will
continue to confront us and challenge us as we
move forward.
And we must move forward. We must
continue to anticipate the next new mountain.
And we must climb each one. People depend
upon us.

LCI Forward is a strategic plan
developed to significantly expand
humanitarian service, improve our
current operations, and pursue
new paths to unite people in Lions’
service.
A primary goal of LCI Forward is to improve
the lives of at least 200 million people each year
– more than triple the number of people served
currently.

In addition, we want to become the bestknown volunteer brand and organization in the
world, while achieving best-in-class service to
clubs, district and our family of Lions while
developing new and innovative ways to engage
people in humanitarian endeavors under the
Lions’ umbrella.
The four areas of strategic focus are:
• Reshape public opinion and improve
awareness of who we are and what
we do
• Enhance service impact and focus
• Improve membership value and reach
new markets
• Pursue club, district and organizational
excellence

The outcome of achieving progress in all four
focus areas will be:
1. More vibrant and resilient communities
where humanitarian needs are
addressed more effectively
2. Increased membership and improved
retention, with the majority of clubs
growing each year in both service and
membership
3. New ways for Lions to serve
4. Increased awareness as the world’s
most recognized volunteer service
organization
We look forward to a significant
announcement at the 2017 centennial convention
in Chicago to launch a new global humanitarian
cause – a unifying service platform that will be
embraced by all Lions and be highly recognized
by the non-Lion public. A new mountain, that we,
the Lions, will be eager to begin to climb!
We will not only be celebrating our glorious
past, but we will also be celebrating a bright
future as we come together in Chicago!
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New mountains to climb. New challenges to
meet. New goals to achieve. New people to
serve. New members to welcome. New
leaders to guide us.

As we celebrate 100 years
of service, we exalt in the
accomplishments of Lions who
came before us – those who
established our tradition of no
need should be unmet – who
wore a path up many
mountainsides to establish our
organization as the global
leader in humanitarian service.
But our job is far from concluded. When
asked why he climbed a nearby peak, one

famous mountain climber replied simply
“to get to the top.” The world looks different
from the top of a mountain. The view from
the top presents a far different landscape –
a 360 degree panorama. From the top of a
mountain one can see towns and cities that
lie ahead or behind; rivers that wind their
way through valleys below - and yes, the
next summit to climb.
We don’t yet know the view from the top
of the next mountain. But we know we have
to get there. We know we must ascend to
the next level of service, and mark our path
along the way for the next generation of
Lions.
This is the time to prepare ourselves
and those who follow behind us, for the next
100 years, and for the bicentennial of Lions
Clubs International. I’m asking you to join
me in this continuing journey as we climb to
new heights.

